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JOHNSTON & HUTCHINSON LLP 

350 South Grand Avenue Suite 2220 

Los Angeles, California 90071 

Telephone: (213) 542-1978 

Facsimile:  (213) 542-1977 

Thomas J. Johnston, SBN 210506 

tjj@johnstonhutchinson.com 

Lauren Bullock, SBN 136867 

lb@johnstonhutchinson.com 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs  

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

 

HEIDI CARLON, an individual; JOSLYN 

CARLON, an individual; B.M. CARLON, a minor 

by and through her guardian ad litem HEIDI 

CARLON; B.N. CARLON, a minor, by and 

through her guardian ad litem HEIDI CARLON, 

 

  Plaintiffs, 

 

vs. 

 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES; ESTATE OF 
JONATHAN P. TATONE; PRISCILLA 
GARZA-STEWART, ADMINISTRATOR OF 
THE ESTATE OF JONATHAN P. TATONE; 
and DOES 1 through 50, inclusive, 
 

           Defendants.        

 

_________________________________________           

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

CASE NO.  

 

 

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES 

      

1. WRONGFUL DEATH 

 

 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

 

 

   

COMES NOW the wife and children of Deceased Los Angeles County Firefighter TORY CARLON, 

Plaintiffs HEIDI CARLON, an individual; JOSLYN CARLON, an individual; B.M CARLON, a minor by 

and through her guardian ad litem HEIDI CARLON; and B.N. CARLON, a minor, by and through her 

guardian ad litem HEIDI CARLON, an individual, (collectively referred herein as PLAINTIFFS) who 

allege of Defendants, and each of them, as follows: 

Electronically FILED by Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles on 01/21/2022 01:06 PM Sherri R. Carter, Executive Officer/Clerk of Court, by H. Flores-Hernandez,Deputy Clerk
Assigned for all purposes to: Spring Street Courthouse, Judicial Officer: Jill Feeney

22STCV02526

mailto:tjj@johnstonhutchinson.com
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1. TORY CARLON was an exemplary LOS ANGELES COUNTY Firefighter serving the 

people of Los Angeles County from Los Angeles County Fire Department Station 81 located at 8710 Sierra 

Highway, Agua Dulce, California. 

2. At the time of his death, TORY CARLON was married to loving and supporting wife 

HEIDI CARLON.  Together they were raising three outstanding children JOSLYN CARLON, B.M. 

CARLON, and B.N. CARLON.  

3. On June 1, 2021 JONATHAN TATONE shot and killed TORY CARLON at Fire 

Department Station 81.  

4. JONATHAN TATONE committed suicide on June 1, 2021.  Plaintiffs therefore name as 

Defendants the ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE, DECEASED, and PRISCILLA GARZA-

STEWART AS ADMINISTRATOR/PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ESTATE OF 

JONATHAN P. TATONE.  Within the time allowed by law, Plaintiffs filed their claims with the Clerk of 

the above-entitled court and mailed a copy to the personal representative of the ESTATE OF JONATHAN 

PATRICK TATONE, PRISCILLA GARZA-STEWART ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF 

JONATHAN P. TATONE.  On October 15, 2021, Plaintiffs’ Creditor’s Claims were filed.  A copy of the 

Claims are attached hereto as Exhibit 1 to this Complaint.  On October 26, 2021, PRISCILLA GARZA-

STEWART as Administrator and Personal Representative of the Jonathan P. Tatone Estate gave notice that 

Plaintiffs’ Creditor’s Claims were rejected. A copy of these notices of rejected claims are attached as 

Exhibit 2 to this Complaint.  

5. Defendant COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES is a California public entity that operates the Los 

Angeles County Fire Department.  

6. On November 19, 2021, within six months of the June 1, 2021 shooting incident, 

PLAINTIFFS filed their Claims for Damages To Person or Property with the County of Los Angeles. A 

copy of these Claims for Damages are attached hereto as Exhibit 3.  On January 3, 2022, COUNTY OF 

LOS ANGELES gave notice that Plaintiffs’ Claims were rejected.  A copy of these notices of rejected 

claims are attached as Exhibit 4 to this Complaint. 

7. At all times herein mentioned each Defendant was the agent, servant, partner, employee, and 
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joint-venturer of each of the remaining Defendants, and was at all times acting within the course and scope 

of said agency, employment, and joint venture with the permission and consent of each co-Defendant.  

8. At all times herein mentioned, each Defendant authorized and/or ratified the acts of all 

employees, agents, and co-Defendants under their supervision and/or control.  

9. Plaintiffs are currently unaware of the facts connecting the fictitiously designated 

Defendants to the causes of action alleged in the complaint and/or the true names and capacities, whether 

governmental, individual, corporate or otherwise of Defendants, DOES 1 through 50, so Plaintiffs therefore 

sue said Defendants by such fictitious names and will seek to amend this Complaint to show their true 

names and/or capacities when ascertained.   These “Doe Defendants” are sued broadly, as principals and/or 

agents, servants, and employees of said principals who were performing acts within the course and scope of 

their authority and employment.  Each and every Doe Defendant is legally responsible in some manner for 

the events referred to herein which proximately caused the alleged damages.  

 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

FOR WRONGFUL DEATH 

(Against All Defendants) 

10.        Plaintiffs complain and allege of Defendants COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, ESTATE OF  

JONATHAN P. TATONE, PRISCILLA GARZA-STEWART ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF 

JONATHAN P. TATONE, and DOES 1 through 50, inclusive, and each of them, on information and 

belief, as follows: 

11.  Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by this reference, as though fully set forth, each 

and every allegation set forth in paragraphs 1 through 10 above.  

12. JONATHAN TATONE worked as a Firefighter Engineer and for years had clearly 

demonstrated to Fire Department leadership that he was unstable mentally and was a dangerous condition 

to those around him.  He was angry, unpredictable, violent, and eventually deadly.  TATONE was an open 

wound in Fire Station 81, left to fester and infect for years by Los Angeles County Fire Department 

Leadership who chose to ignore, normalize, and ratify TATONE’s dangerous conduct.  Decedent TORY 

CARLON, and others, consistently warned the COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES that TATONE was  
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unhinged and dangerous, but the COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES chose to ignore, ratify and empower 

TATONE’s bad conduct up until the shift change on the morning of June 1, 2021, when TATONE shot and 

killed TORY CARLON and badly wounded Fire Captain Sandoval.  Although Tatone pulled the trigger, it 

was Los Angeles County Fire Department Leadership’s ratification of Tatone’s years of dangerous conduct 

that was the substantial factor in the death of TORY CARLON.   

13. Defendant COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES and Does 1 through 50 breached their duty to 

properly supervise its employees, including TATONE, so as to reasonably protect other employees from 

the dangerous condition that was TATONE.   COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES and Does 1 through 50 chose 

to not take reasonable and appropriate preventative action to remove the dangerous condition that was 

TATONE from Station 81 and the Fire Department, and their deliberate inaction became ratification and 

enabled TATONE’s to kill CARLON and badly wound Los Angeles County Fire Department Captain 

Arnold Sandoval.  

14. Defendant COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES and Does 1 through 50 are responsible for the 

killing of TORY CARLON as joint participants because the COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES and Does 1 

through 50 ratified TATONE’s dangerous conduct by deliberately choosing not to address TATONE’s 

years long dangerous, combative and threatening behavior and by deliberately choosing to not remove the 

dangerous condition that was TATONE from Station 81 and the Fire Department and far from other Los 

Angeles Firefighters who could be foreseeably hurt or killed by TATONE.  In other words, the COUNTY 

OF LOS ANGELES and Does 1 through 50 not only knew or should have known this was going to happen, 

they enabled and ratified the very conduct that caused it to happen.   

15. As a result of the acts, omissions, and conduct of Defendants, Plaintiffs have suffered 

economic loss and great non-economic loss from the loss of the love, care, comfort and companionship of 

their loving husband and father.  

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for judgment against the Defendants, and each of them, in an 

amount within the jurisdiction of the above-entitled court as follows: 

1. For all economic loss resulting from the death of Tory Carlon in an amount to be proven at 

trial; 

2. For all non-economic loss resulting from the death of Tory Carlon damages in an amount to 
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be proven at trial; 

3. For punitive and/or exemplary damages (against Estate and Administrator of Estate

Defendants only); 

4. For costs incurred herein;

5. For Attorneys fees and costs as allowable by law;

6. For such other and further relief as the Court deemed appropriate;

7. For any and all other remedies allowable by law.

Dated: January 20, 2022 JOHNSTON & HUTCHINSON LLP  

By: 

THOMAS J. JOHNSTON 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

Plaintiffs hereby demands trial by jury on all causes of action. 

Dated: January 20, 2022 JOHNSTON & HUTCHINSON LLP 

 By: 

  THOMAS J. JOHNSTON 

 Attorneys for Plaintiffs 



EXHIBIT 1 



Thomas J. Johnston, SBN 210506 T: (213)542-1978
Johnston & Hutchinson LLP F: (213)542-1977
350 South Grand Ave., Suite 2220, Los Angeles, CA 90071

Heidi Carlon tjj@johnstonhutchinson.com
Los Angeles

111 N. Hill Street
111 N. Hill Street
Los Angeles, 90012-3014
Stanley Mosk Courthouse

JONATHAN P. TATONE

21STPB06115

20,000,000.00
Heidi Carlon

23031 Willow View Circle, Valencia CA 91354

October 14, 2021
Thomas J. Johnston, Esq.



JONATHAN P. TATONE 21STPB06115

June 1, 2021 Decedent, Jonathan P. Tatone, without provocation, shot and killed 20,000,000
Heidi Carlon's husband, Tory Carlon, on June 1, 2021. Mrs.

Carlon has lost her husband's love, companionship, and
support.
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1 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  I am over the age of 18 

and not a party to the within action; my business address is 350 South Grand Ave., Suite 2220, 

Los Angeles, CA 90071. 

On October 15, 2021 I served the foregoing documents described as CREDITOR’S 
CLAIM on all interested parties in this action in the following manner: 

 BY U.S. MAIL:  I am familiar with this firm’s practice of collection and 
processing correspondence for mailing.  Under that practice it would be deposited 
with U.S. postal service on that same day with postage thereon fully prepaid at Los 
Angeles, California in the ordinary course of business.  I am aware that on motion 
of the party, service is presumed invalid if postal cancellation date or postage meter 
date is more than one day after date of deposit for mailing in affidavit.

 BY FACSIMILE:  In addition to service by mail as set forth above, a copy of said 
document(s) was also delivered by facsimile transmission to the addressee(s) 
pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure §1013(e).

 BY OVERNIGHT MAIL:  I caused said document(s) to be picked up by an

overnight delivery service company for delivery to the addressee(s) on the next

business day.

 BY PERSONAL SERVICE:  By causing personal delivery by

of the document(s) listed above to the person(s) at the address(es) set forth on the

attached service list.

BY ELECTRONIC SERVICE:  I caused the above document to be sent to the 

listed addressee(s) in the attached service list via electronic service from the email 

address of oac@johnstonhutchinson.com. 

 (STATE) I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

California that the above is true and correct. 

 (FEDERAL) I declare that I am employed in the office of the member of the bar

of this court at whose direction the service was made.

 Executed on October 15, 2021, at Los Angeles, California. 

 _____________________________ 

Olga Carlton 
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2 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

SERVICE LIST 

Priscilla Garza-Stewart c/o Cristian R. Arrieta
Lowthorp Richards McMillan Miller & Templeman
300 E. Esplanade Drive, Suite 850
Oxnard, CA  93036
Telephone: (805)981-8555

Personal Representative of the Estate of  JONATHAN P. TATONE

mailto:RBautista@perkinscoie.com


Thomas J. Johnston, SBN 210506 T: (213)542-1978
Johnston & Hutchinson LLP F: (213)542-1977
350 South Grand Ave., Suite 2220, Los Angeles, CA 90071

Joslyn Carlon tjj@johnstonhutchinson.com
Los Angeles

111 N. Hill Street
111 N. Hill Street
Los Angeles, 90012-3014
Stanley Mosk Courthouse

JONATHAN P. TATONE

21STPB06115

20,000,000.00
Joslyn Carlon

23031 Willow View Circle, Valencia CA 91354

October 14, 2021
Thomas J. Johnston, Esq.



JONATHAN P. TATONE 21STPB06115

June 1, 2021 Decedent, Jonathan P. Tatone, without provocation, shot and killed 20,000,000
Joslyn Carlon's father, Tory Carlon, on June 1, 2021. Ms.

Carlon has lost her father's love, companionship, and
support.
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  I am over the age of 18 

and not a party to the within action; my business address is 350 South Grand Ave., Suite 2220, 

Los Angeles, CA 90071. 

On October 15, 2021 I served the foregoing documents described as CREDITOR’S 
CLAIM on all interested parties in this action in the following manner: 

 BY U.S. MAIL:  I am familiar with this firm’s practice of collection and 
processing correspondence for mailing.  Under that practice it would be deposited 
with U.S. postal service on that same day with postage thereon fully prepaid at Los 
Angeles, California in the ordinary course of business.  I am aware that on motion 
of the party, service is presumed invalid if postal cancellation date or postage meter 
date is more than one day after date of deposit for mailing in affidavit.

 BY FACSIMILE:  In addition to service by mail as set forth above, a copy of said 
document(s) was also delivered by facsimile transmission to the addressee(s) 
pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure §1013(e).

 BY OVERNIGHT MAIL:  I caused said document(s) to be picked up by an

overnight delivery service company for delivery to the addressee(s) on the next

business day.

 BY PERSONAL SERVICE:  By causing personal delivery by

of the document(s) listed above to the person(s) at the address(es) set forth on the

attached service list.

BY ELECTRONIC SERVICE:  I caused the above document to be sent to the 

listed addressee(s) in the attached service list via electronic service from the email 

address of oac@johnstonhutchinson.com. 

 (STATE) I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

California that the above is true and correct. 

 (FEDERAL) I declare that I am employed in the office of the member of the bar

of this court at whose direction the service was made.

 Executed on October 15, 2021, at Los Angeles, California. 

 _____________________________ 

Olga Carlton 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

SERVICE LIST 

Priscilla Garza-Stewart c/o Cristian R. Arrieta
Lowthorp Richards McMillan Miller & Templeman
300 E. Esplanade Drive, Suite 850
Oxnard, CA  93036
Telephone: (805)981-8555

Personal Representative of the Estate of  JONATHAN P. TATONE

mailto:RBautista@perkinscoie.com


Thomas J. Johnston, SBN 210506 T: (213)542-1978
Johnston & Hutchinson LLP F: (213)542-1977
350 South Grand Ave., Suite 2220, Los Angeles, CA 90071

Minor Child of Tory Carlon, B.M. Carlon
Los Angeles

111 N. Hill Street
111 N. Hill Street
Los Angeles, 90012-3014
Stanley Mosk Courthouse

JONATHAN P. TATONE

21STPB06115

20,000,000.00

Care of Heidi Carlon
23031 Willow View Circle, Valencia CA 91354

October 14, 2021
Thomas J. Johnston, Esq.



JONATHAN P. TATONE 21STPB06115

June 1, 2021 Decedent, Jonathan P. Tatone, without provocation, shot and killed 20,000,000
Tory Carlon, the father of minor child, B.M. Carlon on June 1,

2021. The minor child has lost her father's love, companionship,
and support.
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  I am over the age of 18 

and not a party to the within action; my business address is 350 South Grand Ave., Suite 2220, 

Los Angeles, CA 90071. 

On October 15, 2021 I served the foregoing documents described as CREDITOR’S 
CLAIM on all interested parties in this action in the following manner: 

 BY U.S. MAIL:  I am familiar with this firm’s practice of collection and 
processing correspondence for mailing.  Under that practice it would be deposited 
with U.S. postal service on that same day with postage thereon fully prepaid at Los 
Angeles, California in the ordinary course of business.  I am aware that on motion 
of the party, service is presumed invalid if postal cancellation date or postage meter 
date is more than one day after date of deposit for mailing in affidavit.

 BY FACSIMILE:  In addition to service by mail as set forth above, a copy of said 
document(s) was also delivered by facsimile transmission to the addressee(s) 
pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure §1013(e).

 BY OVERNIGHT MAIL:  I caused said document(s) to be picked up by an

overnight delivery service company for delivery to the addressee(s) on the next

business day.

 BY PERSONAL SERVICE:  By causing personal delivery by

of the document(s) listed above to the person(s) at the address(es) set forth on the

attached service list.

BY ELECTRONIC SERVICE:  I caused the above document to be sent to the 

listed addressee(s) in the attached service list via electronic service from the email 

address of oac@johnstonhutchinson.com. 

 (STATE) I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

California that the above is true and correct. 

 (FEDERAL) I declare that I am employed in the office of the member of the bar

of this court at whose direction the service was made.

 Executed on October 15, 2021, at Los Angeles, California. 

 _____________________________ 

Olga Carlton 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

SERVICE LIST 

Priscilla Garza-Stewart c/o Cristian R. Arrieta
Lowthorp Richards McMillan Miller & Templeman
300 E. Esplanade Drive, Suite 850
Oxnard, CA  93036
Telephone: (805)981-8555

Personal Representative of the Estate of  JONATHAN P. TATONE

mailto:RBautista@perkinscoie.com


Thomas J. Johnston, SBN 210506 T: (213)542-1978
Johnston & Hutchinson LLP F: (213)542-1977
350 South Grand Ave., Suite 2220, Los Angeles, CA 90071

Minor Child of Tory Carlon, B.N. Carlon
Los Angeles

111 N. Hill Street
111 N. Hill Street
Los Angeles, 90012-3014
Stanley Mosk Courthouse

JONATHAN P. TATONE

21STPB06115

20,000,000.00

Care of Heidi Carlon
23031 Willow View Circle, Valencia CA 91354

October 14, 2021
Thomas J. Johnston, Esq.



JONATHAN P. TATONE 21STPB06115

June 1, 2021 Decedent, Jonathan P. Tatone, without provocation, shot and killed 20,000,000
Tory Carlon, the father of minor child, B.N. Carlon on June 1,

2021. The minor child has lost her father's love, companionship,
and support.
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  I am over the age of 18 

and not a party to the within action; my business address is 350 South Grand Ave., Suite 2220, 

Los Angeles, CA 90071. 

On October 15, 2021 I served the foregoing documents described as CREDITOR’S 
CLAIM on all interested parties in this action in the following manner: 

 BY U.S. MAIL:  I am familiar with this firm’s practice of collection and 
processing correspondence for mailing.  Under that practice it would be deposited 
with U.S. postal service on that same day with postage thereon fully prepaid at Los 
Angeles, California in the ordinary course of business.  I am aware that on motion 
of the party, service is presumed invalid if postal cancellation date or postage meter 
date is more than one day after date of deposit for mailing in affidavit.

 BY FACSIMILE:  In addition to service by mail as set forth above, a copy of said 
document(s) was also delivered by facsimile transmission to the addressee(s) 
pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure §1013(e).

 BY OVERNIGHT MAIL:  I caused said document(s) to be picked up by an

overnight delivery service company for delivery to the addressee(s) on the next

business day.

 BY PERSONAL SERVICE:  By causing personal delivery by

of the document(s) listed above to the person(s) at the address(es) set forth on the

attached service list.

BY ELECTRONIC SERVICE:  I caused the above document to be sent to the 

listed addressee(s) in the attached service list via electronic service from the email 

address of oac@johnstonhutchinson.com. 

 (STATE) I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

California that the above is true and correct. 

 (FEDERAL) I declare that I am employed in the office of the member of the bar

of this court at whose direction the service was made.

 Executed on October 15, 2021, at Los Angeles, California. 

 _____________________________ 

Olga Carlton 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

SERVICE LIST 

Priscilla Garza-Stewart c/o Cristian R. Arrieta
Lowthorp Richards McMillan Miller & Templeman
300 E. Esplanade Drive, Suite 850
Oxnard, CA  93036
Telephone: (805)981-8555

Personal Representative of the Estate of  JONATHAN P. TATONE

mailto:RBautista@perkinscoie.com
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