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Daniel W. Johnson, State Bar No. 071359 
BERGLUND & JOHNSON LAW GROUP 
21550 Oxnard Street, Suite 900 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367-7100 
(818) 992-1500 (818) 992-1541 Fax 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
 
 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 

 
LARRY CARLON and BONNIE CARLON, 
Individually, and as the Surviving Heirs, Personal 
Representatives, and/or Successors in Interest of 
Decedent, TORY CARLON, and/or as 
Administrators or Executors of the ESTATE OF 
TORY CARLON,  
 
  Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE, 
DECEASED; EXECUTORS, 
ADMINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES, AND/OR 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE, 
and DOES 1 through 200, Inclusive, 
 
  Defendants. 
________________________________________ 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CASE NO.:  
 
COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES AND 
REQUEST FOR JURY TRIAL 
 

1. Assault and Battery 
2. Negligence  
3. Wrongful Death  

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

Plaintiffs, LARRY CARLON and BONNIE CARLON, Individually, and/or as the Surviving 

Heirs, Personal Representatives, and/or Successors in Interest of Decedent, TORY CARLON, and/or as 

Administrators or Executors of the ESTATE OF TORY CARLON, complain of Defendants, and each of 

them, on information and belief, as follows: 

Electronically FILED by Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles on 10/05/2021 12:59 PM Sherri R. Carter, Executive Officer/Clerk of Court, by R. Clifton,Deputy Clerk

Assigned for all purposes to: Spring Street Courthouse, Judicial Officer: Serena Murillo

21STCV36657
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1. This action arises out of a fatal assault and shooting that occurred on June 1, 2021, at the 

Los Angeles County Fire Department Station 81 located at 8710 Sierra Highway, City of 

Agua Dulce, State of California.  

2. On June 1, 2021, after causes of action contained in this Complaint had arisen in his 

favor, Decedent, TORY CARLON (“Decedent”), who would have been a Plaintiff in this 

action had he lived, died. 

3. Plaintiffs are, and at all times herein mentioned were, residents of the State of Utah, and 

the cause of action arose within the County of Los Angeles, State of California. 

4. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants, and each of them, were and are residents of, 

or were doing business in, the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  

5. On or about June 1, 2021, after JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE killed the Decedent, 

he took his own life and he is deceased.  Defendant, ESTATE OF JONATHAN 

PATRICK TATONE, DECEASED, and the Executors, Administrators, Trustees, and/or 

Personal Representatives of the ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE, are 

therefore named as Defendants.  Within the time allowed by law, Plaintiffs filed their 

verified claim with the clerk of the above-entitled court and mailed a copy to the personal 

representatives of the ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE.  On August 18, 

2021, Plaintiffs Creditors Claim was filed by the Court.  A copy of the claim so filed and 

mailed is attached, marked as Exhibit “1” to this Complaint, and incorporated by this 

reference. On September 7, 2021, Defendants, rejected Plaintiffs Creditors Claim.  A 

copy of the rejection is attached, marked as Exhibit “2” to this Complaint, and 

incorporated by this reference. 
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6. At all times herein mentioned each Defendant was the agent, servant, partner, employee 

and joint venturer of each of the remaining Defendants, and was at all times acting within 

the course and scope of said agency, employment and joint venture with the permission 

and consent of each co-Defendant. 

7. All corporate Defendants are, and at all times herein mentioned were, corporations doing 

business in the State of California.  Furthermore, all corporate Defendants are, and at all 

times mentioned herein were, the alter-egos of each and every other Defendant and there 

exists, and at all times herein mentioned has existed, a unity of interest and ownership 

between said Defendants such that any separateness between them has ceased to exist in 

that the Defendants have completely controlled, dominated, managed, and operated the 

corporate Defendants and have intermingled the assets of each to suit their convenience.  

Further, the corporate Defendants are, and at all times mentioned herein were, mere 

shells, instrumentalities and conduits through which Defendants carried out their business 

in the corporate name while exercising complete control and dominance of the business 

such that individuality or separateness did not exist. 

8. At all times herein mentioned, each Defendant authorized and/or ratified the acts of all 

employees, agents and co-Defendants under their supervision and/or control. 

9. The facts linking the fictitiously designated Defendants with the causes of action alleged 

herein and/or the true names and capacities, whether individual, corporate, partnership, or 

otherwise of Defendants, DOES 1 through 200, are unknown to Plaintiffs at this time, 

who therefore sue said Defendants by such fictitious names and will seek to amend this 

Complaint to show their true names and/or capacities when ascertained.  Said Defendants 

are sued as principals and/or agents, servants and employees of said principals who were 
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performing acts within the course and scope of their authority and employment.  Each 

and every Defendant designated herein as a "DOE" is responsible in some actionable 

manner for the events and happenings referred to herein which proximately caused the 

injuries and damages alleged. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION BY PLAINTIFFS, LARRY CARLON AND BONNIE CARLON, 
AGAINST DEFENDANTS, ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE, DECEASED; 

EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES, AND/OR PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE, AND DOES 1 THROUGH 200,  

INCLUSIVE, AND EACH OF THEM, FOR ASSAULT AND BATTERY 
 

Plaintiffs, LARRY CARLON and BONNIE CARLON, complain of Defendants, ESTATE OF 

JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE, DECEASED; Executors, Administrators, Trustees, and/or Personal 

Representatives of the ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE, and DOES 1 through 200, 

Inclusive, and each of them, on information and belief, as follows:  

10. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate herein by this reference, as though fully set forth, 

each and every allegation set forth in the Preliminary Statement.  

11. On June 1, 2021, Defendant, JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE (Deceased), and DOES 

1 through 200,  Inclusive, intentionally made harmful or offensive contact with 

Decedent’s body, and shot him multiple times.  At no time did Decedent consent to said 

contact.  A reasonable person in Decedent’s situation would have been offended by the 

contact. 

12. Said conduct of Defendant, JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE (Deceased), and DOES 1 

through 200, Inclusive, was done with the intention to cause a harmful or offensive 

contact with Decedent and, in fact, did cause Decedent to sustain fatal injuries and the 

damages described herein.  Defendant’s conduct was a substantial factor in causing 

Decedent’s harm.  By reason of Defendant's acts, Decedent was placed in great fear for 
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his life and physical well-being before being killed by Defendant, JONATHAN 

PATRICK TATONE (Deceased). 

13. Defendant, JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE (Deceased), assaulted the Decedent at Los 

Angeles County Fire Department Station 81 located at 8710 Sierra Highway, in the City 

of Agua Dulce, State of California.  The Decedent and Defendant, JONATHAN 

PATRICK TATONE (Deceased), shared the same job at Fire Station 81, both serving as 

firefighter engineers, but on different shifts.  The Defendant had a longstanding job-

related workplace dispute with the Decedent.  After a shift change on the morning of June 

1, 2021, the Defendant returned to the fire station where he shot and killed the Decedent.   

14. The following conduct demonstrated Defendants, JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE’S 

and DOES 1 through 200's oppression and/or malice: Without warning or provocation, 

Defendant, JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE (Deceased), and DOES 1 through 200, 

shot the Decedent multiple times resulting in fatal injuries.  

15. Defendants, JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE (Deceased), and DOES 1 through 200, 

were aware of the probable dangerous consequences of said conduct and willfully and/or 

deliberately failed to avoid those consequences. 

16. Defendants, JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE’S conduct, and that of DOES 1 through 

200, subjected Decedent to cruel and unjust hardship in conscious disregard of 

Decedent's rights. 

17. Defendants, JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE (Deceased), and DOES 1 through 200's, 

conduct was so vial, base, contemptible, miserable, wretched, or loathsome that it is 

looked down upon and despised by ordinary decent people. 



 

- 6 – 
 COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES AND REQUEST FOR JURY TRIAL 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

18. The acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants, JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE 

(Deceased), and DOES 1 through 200, Inclusive, were willful, despicable, wanton, 

malicious, oppressive and in conscious disregard of the rights and safety of others, 

including Decedent herein, thus warranting the assessment of punitive and exemplary 

damages against Defendants. 

19. As a result of the acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants, and the death of Decedent, 

the Plaintiffs have sustained pecuniary loss, loss of financial support and other losses and 

damages including, but not limited to, loss of love, companionship, comfort, affection, 

society, protection, solace, moral support, attention, services, and support of Decedent. 

20. As a further result of the acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants, and each of them, 

and the death of the Decedent, the Plaintiffs have incurred funeral and burial expenses, all 

in an amount not known at this time. 

21. As a further result of the acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants and the death of the 

Decedent, the Plaintiffs have incurred expenses for medical services to the Decedent in 

an amount not known at this time. 

22. As a further result of the acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants and the death of the 

Decedent, the Plaintiffs have incurred and will continue to incur, various and sundry 

expenses and losses which would not have otherwise been incurred, all in an amount not 

known at this time. 

23. As a further result of the acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants, and each of them, 

and the death of the Decedent, the Plaintiffs have incurred the loss of benefits that they 

were reasonably certain to have received from the earnings and services of the Decedent. 
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24. The Plaintiffs are or may be entitled to interest and costs, pursuant to Civil Code §§ 3287, 

3288, and 3291, as well as C.C.P. §§ 1032 and 1033.5, in addition to any other interest 

and costs which Plaintiffs may be awarded. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION BY PLAINTIFFS, LARRY CARLON AND BONNIE CARLON, 
AGAINST DEFENDANTS, ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE, DECEASED; 

EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES, AND/OR PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE. AND DOES 1 THROUGH 200, 

INCLUSIVE, AND EACH OF THEM, FOR NEGLIGENCE 

Plaintiffs, LARRY CARLON and BONNIE CARLON, Individually, and as the Surviving Heirs 

and/or Successors in Interest and/or Personal Representatives of DECEDENT, TORY CARLON, allege 

as follows:  

26. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate herein by this reference, as though fully set forth, each 

and every allegation contained in the Preliminary Statement. 

 27.       On or about June 1, 2021, Decedent was fatally injured while on property located at or 

near 8710 Sierra Highway, in the City of Agua Dulce, County of Los Angeles, State of California. 

 28. At said time and place, Defendant, JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE (Deceased), and 

DOES 1 through 200, Inclusive, and each of them, negligently made physical contact with Decedent and 

shot him multiple times, thereby causing Decedent to be killed and Plaintiffs to sustain the injuries and 

damages described herein.   

 29.  As a result of the acts, omissions, and conduct of Defendants as alleged herein, TORY 

CARLON died on June 1, 2021, from injuries which were incurred in the incident alleged herein. 

30.  As a result of the acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants, and the death of Decedent, 

Plaintiffs have sustained pecuniary loss, financial support and other losses and damages including, but 

not limited to, loss of love, companionship, comfort, affection, society, protection, solace, moral 

support, attention, services, and support of Decedent. 
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 31.  As a further result of the acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants and the death of the 

Decedent, Plaintiffs have incurred funeral and burial expenses, all in an amount not known at this time. 

 32.  As a further result of the acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants and the death of the 

Decedent, Plaintiffs have incurred expenses for medical services to the Decedent in an amount not 

known at this time. 

 33.  As a further result of the acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants and the death of the 

Decedent, Plaintiffs have incurred and will continue to incur various and sundry expenses and losses 

which would not have otherwise been incurred, all in an amount not known at this time. 

 34.  The Plaintiffs are or may be entitled to interest and costs, pursuant to Civil Code §§ 

3287(a), 3288, and 3291, as well as Code of Civil Procedure §§ 1032 and 1033.5, in addition to any 

other interest and costs which Plaintiffs may be awarded. 

 35.  At all times herein mentioned, the aforesaid acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants, 

and each of them, were careless and negligent.  Therefore, Defendants are liable for the damages 

sustained by Plaintiffs, as alleged herein. 

36.  The above-described acts and/or omissions of each of the Defendants in this cause of 

action caused the injuries and damages alleged in the Prayer for Damages for this cause of action as set 

forth hereinafter. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION FOR WRONGFUL DEATH ALLEGED BY PLAINTIFFS, 
LARRY CARLON AND BONNIE CARLON, AS THE SURVIVING HEIRS OF DECEDENT, 

TORY CARLON, AGAINST DEFENDANTS, ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE, 
DECEASED; EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES, AND/OR PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ESTATE OF JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE, AND DOES 1 
THROUGH 200  

Plaintiffs, LARRY CARLON and BONNIE CARLON, as the surviving heirs and/or dependents 

of DECEDENT, TONY CARLON, allege as follows:  
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37.  Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate herein by this reference, as though fully set forth, each 

and every allegation contained in the Preliminary Statement and in the Second Cause of Action. 

38.  A cause of action for wrongful death (C.C.P. §§ 377.60-377.62) arose on the death of the 

Decedent and it is vested in the Decedent’s heirs, which include his parents, LARRY CARLON and 

BONNIE CARLON, who were financially dependent on DECEDENT.    

39.  Plaintiffs in this wrongful death action are entitled to recover damages for their own 

pecuniary loss, which include (1) the loss of the Decedent’s financial support, services, training and 

advice, and (2) the pecuniary value of the Decedent’s society and companionship.    

40.  The acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants, JONATHAN PATRICK TATONE 

(DECEASED), and DOES 1 through 200, and each of them, as alleged herein, caused or contributed to 

the death of TORY CARLON on June 1, 2021. 

41.  As a direct and proximate result of the foregoing, the Decedent died and his heirs have 

been deprived of his financial support, services, training and advice, as well as his care, comfort, society 

and companionship to their general damage according to proof. 

42.  As a result of the acts, omissions, and conduct of Defendants, and the death of the 

Decedent, Plaintiffs have sustained pecuniary loss, loss of financial support and other losses and 

damages including, but not limited to loss of love, companionship, comfort, care, assistance, affection, 

society, protection, solace, moral support, attention, services, and support of Decedent. 

 43.  As a further result of the acts, omissions, and conduct of Defendants, and each of them, 

and the death of the Decedent, Plaintiffs have incurred funeral and burial expenses in an amount not 

known at this time. 
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 44.  As a further result of the acts, omissions and conduct of Defendants, and the death of the 

Decedent, Plaintiffs have incurred expenses for medical attention and medical services to the Decedent 

in an amount not known at this time. 

 45.  As a further result of the acts, omissions, and conduct of Defendants, and the death of the 

Decedent, Plaintiffs have incurred and will continue to incur, various and sundry expenses and losses 

which would not have otherwise been incurred, all in an amount not known at this time. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, LARRY CARLON and BONNIE CARLON, pray judgment against 

Defendants in an amount within the jurisdiction of the above-entitled court, and each of them as follows: 

CAUSE OF ACTION FOR ASSAULT AND BATTERY 

1. For general damages in a sum within the jurisdiction of the Superior Court of the State of 

California, to be proven at trial pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure Section 

425.10; 

2. For all medical and related expenses, according to proof; 

3. For all funeral and burial expenses, according to proof; 

4. For all loss of benefits, according to proof; 

5. For all various and sundry and pecuniary losses and expenses, both past and future, 

according to proof; 

6. For loss of love, companionship, comfort, affection, society, protection, solace, moral 

support, attention, services, support and pecuniary losses, according to proof; 

7. For interest and costs pursuant to Civil Code sections 3287(a), 3288, and 3291, as well as 

C.C.P. §§ 1032 and 1033.5, according to proof; 

8. For punitive and/or exemplary damages, according to proof; 

/// 
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CAUSES OF ACTION FOR NEGLIGENCE AND WRONGFUL DEATH 

9. For general damages in a sum within the jurisdiction of the Superior Court of the State of 

California, to be proven at trial pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure Section 

425.10; 

10. Damages for wrongful death and associated funeral and burial expenses as permitted by 

law; 

11. Damages for the loss of the Decedent’s financial support, services, training and advice, 

and the pecuniary value of the Decedent’s society and companionship, according to 

proof; 

12. For loss of love, companionship, comfort, affection, society, protection, solace, moral 

support, attention, services, support and pecuniary losses, according to proof;  

13. For all funeral, burial and related wrongful death damages, according to proof; 

14. For all loss of benefits, according to proof; 

15. For all medical and related expenses, according to proof; 

16. For all various and sundry and pecuniary losses and expenses, both past and future, 

according to proof; 

17. For interest, costs and other damages allowed by law including, but not limited to Civil 

Code §§ 3287, 3288 and 3291, as well as C.C.P. §§ 1032 and 1033.5, according to proof; 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 
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ALL CAUSES OF ACTION 

18.  For costs incurred herein; and 

 19.  For such other and further relief as the Court may deem proper and just under the  

 circumstances.        

DATED: October 5, 2021    BERGLUND & JOHNSON  
LAW GROUP 

 
 
 
 
       _______________________ 
       DANIEL W. JOHNSON 
       Attorney for Plaintiffs  
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

 

 Plaintiffs hereby demand a trial by jury.  

 

DATED: October 5, 2021    BERGLUND & JOHNSON  
LAW GROUP 

 
 
 
 
       _______________________ 
       DANIEL W. JOHNSON 
       Attorney for Plaintiffs  
 

 


















